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TRANSFUSION MEDICINE Multi-Unit Transfusion Administration Record  
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

 
 

Purpose and Use 
1. What is the Multi-Unit Transfusion Administration Record (TAR)? 

• A specialized transfusion record that allows documentation of multiple blood components or products on a 
single form. 

2. Why was this new form created? 
• To streamline documentation and reduce paperwork during high-volume transfusions, while maintaining 

the safety and traceability requirements of accreditation. 
3. When should the Multi-Unit TAR be used? 

• The Multi-Unit TAR should only be used during a massive hemorrhage situation (MHP), during 
plasmapheresis, or when multiple vials of a product are given at one time resulting in a large number of 
transfusion tags (example, Coagulation factors).   

4. Can it be used for regular transfusions of more than one unit? 
• No.  Continue to use the standard Transfusion Administration Record for any routine transfusions. 

5. Is the Multi-Unit TAR mandatory during a massive hemorrhage protocol (MHP)? 
• Yes, this form shall be used whenever the MHP is activated to support accurate tracking of all units issued 

and transfused.   
Completion and Documentation 

1. How do I fill out the Multi-Unit TAR? 
• Patient identification is documented in the upper right corner of the Multi-Unit TAR.  Use the checkboxes to 

indicate patient location and record the date and time of Massive Hemorrhage Protocol activation.  The 
two healthcare providers who have done the bedside pre-transfusion checks must sign the transfusion tag 
which will be adhered to the Multi-Unit TAR. The start and completion times of each transfusion may be 
recorded either on the TAR beside the tag or directly on the transfusion tag.  

2. Do I need a separate form for each component or product type? 
• No.  The Multi-Unit TAR allows documentation of multiple components or products (for example, RBCs, 

plasma, fibrinogen concentrate) on one form.   

3. How do I record vital signs? 
• Vital signs shall be recorded on the flow sheet or anesthesia log.   

Other  
1. What if more units are issued after the form is full? 

Start a new Multi-Unit TAR after every four components or products.  

2. What do I do if the blood tags at my facility do not fit in the rectangle spaces on the Multi-Unit TAR? 
There are several different sizes of blood tags throughout the province.  Please see Appendix on page 2 for an 
example of how to fit square tags on the Multi-Unit TAR.   

Support 
1. Who can I contact with questions? 

• Transfusion Safety Manager (North) - Kim Goodwill: Kimberly.goodwill@saskhealthauthority.ca 
• Transfusion Safety Manager (South) - Amanda Zylak: Amanda.zylak@saskhealthauthority.ca 
• Transfusion Safety Officer (Saskatoon) - Heather Panchuk: heather.panchuk@saskhealthauthority.ca 
• Local Transfusion Medicine Laboratory 

A Multi-Unit Transfusion Administration Record (SHA 0625) has been developed, incorporating key stakeholder 
feedback. This document was created to simplify documentation during situations where multiple blood 
components/products are transfused rapidly, such as a massive hemorrhage or plasmapheresis.   
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https://www.saskhealthauthority.ca/system/files/2025-10/SHA-0625-Multi-Unit-TAR.pdf
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Appendix – Square Blood Tags on the Multi-Unit TAR 
 

 


