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Conference Highlights According to 
Heather



The Workshops
▪Held on Thursday before the main conference the workshops are an excellent educational 
resource. 

▪Smaller groups with varying topics, well moderated and most had three presenters.

▪Topics included:
▪ Nightmares in Transfusion medicine

▪ Immune Transfusion reactions

▪ New products: What to do when you are expecting

▪ Complex serological case studies

▪ Standards workshop- Inspections

▪ Genomics Workshop



The Conference
▪ The main body of the conference always starts with the welcome and in Newfoundland’s case 
the keynote speaker.

▪Sessions run for 90 minutes with breaks and lunch

▪First day highlight was Treating Immune platelet disorders mostly because I find the topic 
fascinating and Dr Prokopchuk was one of the presenters and she is an excellent speaker

▪Poster presentations and Exhibitors reception followed in the evening. Posters are also one of 
my favorites as you get to grill the authors of the posters. Kudos to Kim Thomson and Dr Price on 
having excellent posters from Saskatoon.



Day 2 
▪ The CSTM Annual general Meeting is held over breakfast and highlights all the financials and 
achievements the board has done over the last year. 

▪ Starts with the various CSTM awards and is always impressive

▪Another full day of sessions

▪Posters are still up for conference participants to get a better look at them



Day 3
▪ Favorite session of the morning was Hemovigilance in Canada, this is my wheelhouse and the 
sun setting of the TTISS program brought a lot of lively discussion from those in attendance of 
this session

▪This is a half day and I participated in the final session of the conference which was about the 
Diverse roles of non-MD staff supporting Transfusion Medicine

▪Moderated by Becky Rock we had a great variety of TM professionals who had a lot of similar 
struggles, challenges and rewards for the roles they hold. As my last conference before I retire 
enjoyed meeting up with colleagues across Canada and meeting some very warm and 
welcoming people from Newfoundland.





CSTM Conference Highlights Sheila
▪ one of my favorite sessions was Compliance with Krever Recommendations on the era iof out of 
hospital blood product infusion therapy in British Columbia

▪Why? Because the tainted blood scandal and the Krever Commission is why I became a 
laboratory technologist

▪The Exhibitor's had a lot of interesting booths with a wide variety of all things transfusion. Plus a 
lot of free swag!

▪Heather says I have to say her panel discussion was also very informative 



Volunteering has its rewards
Sharing our registration system from the Saskatoon conference with St John’s and then offering to 
volunteer for a shift at their registration has its perks. Met some great people and got a new lanyard



The Posters- Saskatoon represented!!





So many great posters!



Food and Fun!!





We would like to thank the CSTM for 
their sponsorship to the St John’s 
conference.
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