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Introduction

This manual was commissioned by the Transfusion Medicine Working Group (TMWG) as a template for Regional Health Authorities (RHA) to comply with anticipated Health Canada regulations pertaining to blood and plasma protein products based on the Canadian Standards Association (CSA) Z902 Blood and Blood Components.

The Saskatchewan Transfusion Resource Manual was developed by a multidisciplinary subcommittee made up of:  medical laboratory technologists who are members of the TMWG; a registered nurse and a registered nurse (nurse practitioner) representing the Saskatchewan Registered Nurses’ Association; and a licensed practical nurse representing the Saskatchewan Association of Licensed Practical Nurses.  
The guidelines in this manual cover both minimum safety standards and best practices which will enhance the quality and safety of care for patients.  Within the Scope and Related Policies section of each guideline are “Required” and “Best Practice” sections.  The “Required” sections cover related minimum safety standards from the CSA Z902 whereas the “Best Practice” standards are found in the Canadian Society for Transfusion Medicine (CSTM) Standards.  In Saskatchewan, the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Saskatchewan requires that laboratories meet the requirements of the CSTM standards.  
The use of the term “shall” in this document implies that the statement is mandated in the CSA Z902.  Failure to implement and comply with these guidelines means that the laboratory does not meet current acceptable expectations for the practice of transfusion medicine.  The use of the term “should” implies that the guideline appears to be scientifically valid and useful and it is recommended that the laboratory implement this practice in conjunction with recommendations from the Transfusion Service Medical Director.
Within the text of the document there are text boxes to highlight areas of interpretation where other provincial legislation, regulations and/or bylaws may impact the delivery of transfusion services such as professional Scope of Practice.  There are also areas where there is clinical discretion.  In the latter, Senior Medical Officers from the regional health authorities have determined the practice is valid and should be treated as a provincial policy.
In order to ensure that this manual continues to evolve as a provincial resource, the TMWG has developed a Transfusion Guideline Change Request Form (See Appendix #1) to capture suggested revisions as health regions implement these guidelines.  These revisions will be reviewed on an annual basis and incorporated into the guidelines as deemed appropriate.

Disclaimer
This transfusion resource manual has been prepared by the Transfusion Medicine Working Group – Transfusion Resource Manual Sub-committee for sole use by Saskatchewan Regional Health Authority employees and officials.  The material contained in this document is intended for informational purposes only and is not intended to provide specific direction or legal advice for any situation and should not be relied upon in that regard.  Nothing in this document is intended to take the place of a review of the relevant legislation and/or consultation with legal counsel.  Although efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of the information in this document, the members of the Transfusion Medicine Working Group disclaim any liability for any reliance upon or use of this material.
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